Unit 7 – Vietnam Inquiry
You will investigate one of four topics connected to the Vietnam War, and complete the tasks outlined for that topic.  This is designed to be completed during one class period, so keep that in mind as you work.  If you are absent (school activity, illness, etc.), you need to complete one of the menu items below.  All times listed are in minutes.
8.1.IIB - The Vietnam War inspired sizable and passionate antiwar protests that became more numerous as the war escalated. How have popular movements and activist groups sought to change American society and institutions? How has society and those institutions reacted in turn?
Topic Menu
· The Draft (9:12) – As the war dragged on, and more men were drafted from every level of society, popular support for the war began to wane. New president Richard Nixon instituted a random lottery system. Learn more about the impact of the draft lottery during the Vietnam War, how it affected the United States, the war effort, and the lives of young men during that time.
a. First, watch this brief film by Ken Burns:  https://idahoptv.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/10c8d922-e1bd-4f13-b738-1e42fc80b463/vietnam-the-end-of-the-war-and-the-draft-the-draft/?#.Wt_zLojwY2w  

b. After watching the above clip, open this link and listen to at least 2 oral histories.  https://idahoptv.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/9f9895cb-41c3-4b81-a573-b81a505bb019/a-different-kind-of-lottery-understanding-the-draft-during-the-vietnam-war-media-gallery/? Each interview comes with an overview of the person’s experience which might be helpful in selecting a narrative to work with.  

c. As you listen to the oral histories, answer the following for both interviews.

· What is this person’s perspective on the draft? Provide evidence to support your claim. 

· How did the draft influence this person’s perspective / opinion about the war?
*Note: If you would like to know more about the draft and/or deferments, click here: https://www.sss.gov/Classifications - there is a great menu on the left for other draft topics.

· The Democratic National Convention, protestors, and the trial of the Chicago 10 (approximately 16:53 viewing time) – This film module is a mixture of actual footage and animation.  If you select this item, view each of the films in the order listed, and complete the reflection.
Films to view:

· Module 1, LBJ explains the escalation of troops with the draft (3:50) – This film highlights major historical events that took place leading up to and surrounding the protests at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago in 1968. Archival footage portrays President Johnson’s escalation of the Vietnam War, his reinstatement of the draft, the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. and the subsequent civil unrest across the country.  https://idahoptv.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/cfa616c6-08d8-4ed8-8294-4e5838adb6c3/1968-chicago-10-film-module/?#.Wt_vt4jwY2w  

· Module 2, the 1968 Democratic convention (7:03) – This film uses footage from inside the convention hall, as well as from the streets where the protests were taking place in 1968. https://idahoptv.pbslearningmedia.org/asset/23ccb201-2feb-4a97-8d47-c0195409f93b/ 
· Module 3, the trial (5:56) – This film features animated reenactments of what happened in the courtroom during the trial of the most vocal activists behind the protests at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. Based on court transcripts, the reenactments capture the circus-like atmosphere of the trial and the intense generational conflict of this period. https://idahoptv.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/d77dc072-a0b9-485f-a9ce-e528a5d3e582/the-trial-chicago-10-film-module/?#.Wt_tyojwY2w  

*Reflection - After viewing each of the 3 films, respond to 3 of the following 5 questions:

1. Compare and contrast the speeches of protesters from different organizations. What policies did they disagree with? What did they want? 

2. List some of the strategies of dissent seen in the films. What forms of media did the protesters use? How effective were they? What other strategies could they have used? 

3. What strategies did the government use to contain the protest? What forms of media did they use? How effective were they? In what other ways could they have responded? 

4. Compare and contrast the organizers’ strategies on the street versus their “guerrilla theater” and entertainment activities in the park. 

5. Discuss the role and importance of dissent, and the government’s response to dissent in the events of 1968.

· Following Orders – The My Lai Massacre (8:47) - What drove a company of American soldiers — ordinary young men from around the country — to commit the worst atrocity in American military history? Were they “just following orders” as some later declared? Or, did they break under the pressure of a vicious war in which the line between enemy soldier and civilian had been intentionally blurred? This clip from American Experience focuses on the 1968 My Lai massacre, its subsequent cover-up, and the heroic efforts of the soldiers who broke ranks to try to halt the atrocities and then bring them to light.
a. First – open the link and read the information provided. Then look through the photographs taken by Official Army photographer Ron Haeberle, who traveled with Charlie Company into My Lai on March 16, 1968.  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/mylai-massacre-evidence/ 

b. Second – watch this film from American Experience (8:47). http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/my-lai-chapter-1/ 
c. Third – Respond to the following reflection questions – 
1. Identify and describe the military tactics employed by each side. In what ways did these tactics mark a distinct shift from previous wars?
2. How do societies determine who is best suited to fight in a war?
3. What was life like for a soldier fighting in the Vietnam War? How does My Lai illustrate this for us?
For more information on the soldiers, the operation, and the aftermath, click this link: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/mylai/ 

· Anthems of the Counterculture – The late sixties were a period of great conflict and empowering music by some of the most brilliant rock and roll artists of the times.  Investigate the anthems of the counterculture. What impact did they have on American society and institutions?
a. First, watch this short video clip on PBS (1:14): https://idahoptv.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/21bc289c-770a-4bb6-9ad0-80a6d5294c64/anthems-of-the-counter-culture/#.Wt_1kojwY2x 

b. Then, pick a song from this time period, or connected to this time period, and not discussed in class. You may choose one from the music in Ken Burns and Lynn Novick’s film, The Vietnam War (playlist: http://www.pbs.org/kenburns/the-vietnam-war/music/episode-playlists/), or Google Vietnam protest songs – or songs in protest to the anti-Vietnam movement and/or in support of Vietnam (“Okie from Muskogee” is a great example of this type of song).

c. Print and HIPPO the lyrics – closely read/annotate the text as you listen to the song (find it on Youtube, Amazon, iTunes, Spotify, Pandora…whatever works).

d. Complete some quick research…Read about the musician/band to get a perspective on who they were, and perhaps why they wrote the song as they did.

e. Reflection-Write a reflection on what you have learned through your listening to and researching of the musician/band and the song.  Explain the history, the song, the lyrics, and how the music helps you better understand the Vietnam War’s impact on American society.  Include the name of the musician/song writer, and the date the song was published.

