U.S. Supreme Court

Read the 249 U.S. 211 DEBS v. United State No. 714

1. When was it argued? 

2. When was it decided?

3. What was the defendant charged against?

4. Was he found guilty or innocent? 

5. What is Espionage? 

6. Why did the Espionage Act of May 16, 1918 take place?

7. Explain three penalties the Espionage act enforced upon citizens. What would they need to be found guilty of? Please list three of them. 

8. What did the Post Office hire and why? 

9. What type of Americans were quickly mistreated and persecuted under this climate of suspicion? 

10. Now, we would like you to find 3-4 examples of people prosecuted under the Espionage Act and answer the following questions:

1) Who were they and what was their “crime?”

2) Do you agree or disagree that they should have gotten in trouble?  Why?

3) Was the Espionage Act a positive or negative for Americans?

1. What was the ‘Red Scare?’  Did it relate to the Espionage Act in any way?

2. In the landmark case of Schenck v. the United States (1919) the Supreme Court ruled that___________________? 

3. What amendment did this climate of suspicion override? 

