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Progressivism and Reform

  Lesson 4

Sources - Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire
Source #1

At the corner of Greene Street and Washington Place, onlookers saw fire fighters struggling to control the blaze while young men and women, escaping the fire in the only way they thought possible, jumped from the windows to their deaths. Photographer unknown. The Triangle Factory Fire. International Ladies Garment Workers Union Archives, Kheel Center, Cornell University, IRL School. 13 May 2009 <http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/>.
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The 240 employees sewing shirtwaists on the ninth floor had their escape blocked by back-to-back chairs and work baskets in the aisles.  Walking space was so limited that many were forced to climb over the 75-foot long tables to get to the windows, stairs, and elevators that might lead to safety. Photographer unknown. The Triangle Factory Fire. International Ladies Garment Workers Union Archives, Kheel Center, Cornell University, IRL School. 13 May 2009 <http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/>.
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The Triangle Factory Fire. International Ladies Garment Workers Union Archives, Kheel Center, Cornell University, IRL School. 13 May 2009 <http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/>.

Source #6  
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Source #7
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Source #8
"William Gunn Shepherd, a young reporter for the New York World, happened to be at the scene of the fire when it began. From a phone across the street, he gave a minute-by-minute account of the unfolding events to his city editor. The World published them the following day." 

Minute by Minute: The World's Account of the Triangle Fire
New York World
March 26, 1911
At 4:35 o’clock yesterday afternoon, fire, springing from a source that may never be positively identified, was discovered in the rear of the eighth floor of the ten-story building at the northwest corner of Washington Place and Greene Street, the first of three floors occupied as a factory by the Triangle Waist Company. At two o’clock this morning Chief Croker estimated the total dead as 154…
…Every available ambulance in Manhattan was called upon to cart the dead to the morgue bodies charred to unrecognizable blackness or reddened to a sickly hue—as was to be seen by shoulders or limbs protruding through flame-eaten clothing. Men and women, boys and girls were of the dead that littered the street; that is actually the condition—the streets were littered.
…The first signs that persons in the street knew that these three top stories had turned into red furnaces in which human creatures were being caught and incinerated was when screaming men and women and boys and girls crowded out on the many window ledges and threw themselves into the streets far below. They jumped with their clothing ablaze. The hair of some of the girls streamed up aflame as they leaped. Thud after thud sounded on the pavements. It is a ghastly fact that on both the Greene Street and Washington Place sides of the building there grew mounds of the dead and dying. And the worst horror of all was that in this heap of the dead now and then there stirred a limb or sounded a moan.
Within the three flaming floors it was as frightful. There flames enveloped many so that they died instantly. When Fire Chief Croker could make his way into these three floors, he found sights that utterly staggered him, that sent him, a man used to viewing horrors, back and down into the street with quivering lips. The floors were black with smoke. And then he saw as the smoke drifted away bodies burned to bare bones. There were skeletons bending over sewing machines.
…Some, about seventy, chose a successful avenue of escape. They clambered up a ladder to the roof. A few remembered the fire escape. Many may have thought of it but only as they uttered cries of dismay… [T]he single fire escape leading into the blind court that was to be reached from the upper floors by clambering over a window sill! On all of the three floors, at a narrow window, a crowd met death trying to get out to that one slender fire escape ladder.
It was a fireproof building in which this enormous tragedy occurred. Save for the three stories of blackened windows at the top, you would scarcely have been able to tell where the fire had happened… On the ledge of a ninth-story window two girls stood silently watching the arrival of the first fire apparatus. Twice one of the girls made a move to jump. The other restrained her, tottering in her foothold as she did so. They watched firemen rig the ladders up against the wall. They saw the last ladder lifted and pushed into place. They saw that it reached only the seventh floor. For the third time, the more frightened girl tried to leap. The bells of arriving fire wagons must have risen to them. The other girl gesticulated in the direction of the sounds. But she talked to ears that could no longer hear. Scarcely turning, her companion dived head first into the street. The other girl drew herself erect. The crowds in the street were stretching their arms up at her shouting and imploring her not to leap. She made a steady gesture, looking down as if to assure them she would remain brave. But a thin flame shot out of the window at her back and touched her hair. In an instant her head was aflame. She tore at her burning hair, lost her balance, and came shooting down upon the mound of bodies below. From opposite windows spectators saw again and again pitiable companionships formed in the instant of death—girls who placed their arms around each other as they leaped. In many cases their clothing was flaming or their hair flaring as they fell.
By eight o’clock the available supply of coffins had been exhausted, and those that had already been used began to come back from the morgue. By that time bodies were lowered at the rate of one a minute, and the number of patrol wagons became inadequate, so that four, sometimes six, coffins were loaded upon each. At intervals throughout the night the very horror of their task overcame the most experienced of the policemen and morgue attendants at work under the moving finger of the searchlight. The crews were completely changed no less than three times.
Source: New York World, 26 March 1911. Reprinted in Allon Schoener, Portal to America: The Lower East Side, 1870–1925 (New York: Holt, Rhinehart, and Winston, 1967), 171–172. History matters: http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5481/
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Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire -- Source Analysis

1. What type of source is it?

2. 

	Pictures or Cartoon 


	Written Document

	Describe what you see?


	List three things the author says that you think are important?




3.  What evidence in the document helps you know why it was written? Quote from the document.

4. What emotion does the source invoke?

5. How is the author trying to portray the fire?

6. What do you think the author is trying to accomplish?

7. Would you consider this piece of evidence “muckraking?”  Why or why not?

8.  Write one question to the author that is left unanswered by the document.

Rubric for Muckraking Cartoon

	Expectations Addressed
	4
	3
	2
	1

	C6.1.1:  Identify and research various viewpoints on significant public policy issues.

C6.1.4: Address a public issue by suggesting alternative solutions or courses, evaluating the consequences of each, and proposing an action to address the issue or resolve the problem. 

C6.1.5:  Make a persuasive, reasoned argument on a public issue and support using evidence (e.g., historical and contemporary examples), constitutional principles, and fundamental values of American constitutional democracy; explain the stance or position.
	The cartoon contains the following attributes:

· clearly identifies a contemporary public issue;

· describes the issue or problem from a particular perspective that is clear and easily discernable;

· proposes a resolution to the issue or problem that demonstrates a clear weighing of alternatives; and

· uses evidence to support the position.
	The cartoon contains three of the following attributes:

· clearly identifies a contemporary public issue;

· describes the issue or problem from a particular perspective that is clear and easily discernable;

· proposes a resolution to the issue or problem that demonstrates a clear weighing of alternatives; or

· uses evidence to support the position.
	The cartoon contains two of following attributes:

· clearly identifies a contemporary public issue;

· describes the issue or problem from a particular perspective that is clear and easily discernable;

· proposes a resolution to the issue or problem that demonstrates a clear weighing of alternatives; or

· uses evidence to support the position.
	The cartoon contains only one of the following attributes:

· clearly identifies a contemporary public issue;

· describes the issue or problem from a particular perspective that is clear and easily discernable;

· proposes a resolution to the issue or problem that demonstrates a clear weighing of alternatives; or

· uses evidence to support the position.

	Artistic Representation and Use of Symbolism
	The cartoon effectively uses illustrations and symbolism to:

· identify an problem;

· describe the problem; and

· propose a resolution.
	The cartoon effectively uses illustrations and symbolism to accomplish two of the following: 

· identify an problem;

· describe the problem; or

· propose a resolution.
	The cartoon effectively uses illustrations and symbolism to accomplish one of the following:

· identify an problem;

· describe the problem; or

· propose a resolution.
	The cartoon uses illustrations and symbolism but it does not accomplish any of the following:

· identify an problem;

· describe the problem; or

· propose a resolution.


Rubric for Muckraking Editorial
	Expectations Addressed
	4
	3
	2
	1

	C6.1.1:  Identify and research various viewpoints on significant public policy issues.

C6.1.4: Address a public issue by suggesting alternative solutions or courses, evaluating the consequences of each, and proposing an action to address the issue or resolve the problem. 

C6.1.5:  Make a persuasive, reasoned argument on a public issue and support using evidence (e.g., historical and contemporary examples), constitutional principles, and fundamental values of American constitutional democracy; explain the stance or position.
	The editorial contains the following attributes:

· clearly identifies a contemporary public issue;

· describes the issue or problem from a particular perspective that is clear and easily discernable;

· proposes a resolution to the issue or problem that demonstrates a clear weighing of alternatives; and

· uses evidence to support the position.
	The editorial contains three of the following attributes:

· clearly identifies a contemporary public issue;

· describes the issue or problem from a particular perspective that is clear and easily discernable;

· proposes a resolution to the issue or problem that demonstrates a clear weighing of alternatives; or

· uses evidence to support the position.
	The editorial contains two of following attributes:

· clearly identifies a contemporary public issue;

· describes the issue or problem from a particular perspective that is clear and easily discernable;

· proposes a resolution to the issue or problem that demonstrates a clear weighing of alternatives; or

· uses evidence to support the position.
	The editorial contains only one of the following attributes:

· clearly identifies a contemporary public issue;

· describes the issue or problem from a particular perspective that is clear and easily discernable;

· proposes a resolution to the issue or problem that demonstrates a clear weighing of alternatives; or

· uses evidence to support the position.

	Persuasive Writing
CE1.3.4 (ELA):  Develop and extend a thesis, argument, or exploration of a topic by analyzing differing perspectives and employing a structure that effectively conveys the ideas in writing (e.g., resolve inconsistencies in logic; use a range of strategies to persuade, clarify, and defend a position with precise and relevant evidence; anticipate and address concerns and counterclaims; provide a clear and effective conclusion).
	The essay takes a position on an issue that is supported consistently with specific, logical reasons and/or examples. Organization is well controlled, with a logical sequence of reasons and strong transitions and relationships among reasons. The response

shows a good command of varied, precise language that supports meaning. Few, if any, errors distract the reader.
	The essay takes a position on an issue that is supported with specific logical reasons. Organization is

generally controlled, with occasional lapses in sequencing and/or relationships

among reasons. Language is competent and supports meaning. Errors are rarely

distracting.
	The essay takes a position on an issue that is supported with reasons that may be limited and/or repetitious. 

Organization may be uneven, but there are clusters of sequenced and related reasons. Language may be limited. Errors may occasionally interfere with

meaning.


	The essay takes a position on an issue, but shows little understanding of the issue or takes an unclear position. Support may be so minimal or unclear that the
organization may not be apparent. Language may be simple. Errors may interfere with meaning.




Source #2
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"Inspector of Buildings!" Artist name illegible, source unknown. The Triangle Factory Fire. International Ladies Garment Workers Union Archives, Kheel Center, Cornell University, IRL School. 13 May 2009 <� HYPERLINK "http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/" ��http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/�>.








The Triangle Factory Fire. International Ladies Garment Workers Union Archives, Kheel Center, Cornell University, IRL School. 13 May 2009 <� HYPERLINK "http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/" ��http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/�>.





"This Is One of a Hundred Murdered. Is any one to be punished for this?" Artist Thomas Aloysius Dorgan (TAD) 











For endless hours, police officers held lanterns to light the bodies while crowds filed past victims laid out in numbered rough-wood coffins.  As the dead were identified, the coffin was closed and moved aside.  Forty-three were identified by sunrise on Sunday. Six days later 7 were still unrecognized. Photographer unknown.





Holding the door closed. Artist name illegible, source unknown. 





The Triangle Factory Fire. International Ladies Garment Workers Union Archives, Kheel Center, Cornell University, IRL School. 13 May 2009 <� HYPERLINK "http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/" ��http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/�>.








The March 28, 1911 New York Evening Journal cover stories told survivors’ and witness's horrifying experiences, asked who was responsible for the catastrophe, and what would be done. Photographer unknown. The Triangle Factory Fire. International Ladies Garment Workers Union Archives, Kheel Center, Cornell University, IRL School. 13 May 2009 <� HYPERLINK "http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/" ��http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/�>.
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Marching through cold rain and mud, protesters hoped to rally support for union shops, control of graft, and an end to days spent working in fire traps. Photographer unknown. The Triangle Factory Fire. International Ladies Garment Workers Union Archives, Kheel Center, Cornell University, IRL School. 13 May 2009 <� HYPERLINK "http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/" ��http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/trianglefire/�>.











