Excerpts from George Washington’s Farewell Address
United States - September 17, 1796

Observe good faith and justice towards all Nations; cultivate peace and harmony a‘l }
with all. .. Vuf;.ioie\ W i

\N}“\é In the execu@jon of such a plan, nothing is more essential, than that permanent, {_‘,w\rﬂ;
@nveterate antipathicslagainst partlcular Nations, and passionate attachments for .4
others, should be excluded; and that, in place of them, just and¥ m1cab1§gfé'e'lﬂ1;
});\.& towards all should be cultivated. The Nation, whicl{ indulgesjtowards another an
> fhabitualfhatred, or an habitual fondness, is in some degree a slave. It is a slave to its
'ammosr[ ot to its affection, either of which is sufficient to lead it astray {rom its duty J is
‘;‘k and its interest. Antlpathy in one nation against another disposes each more readily to 7
. 1t and injury, to lay hold of slight causes of@._l_mbggg, and to be Wiwﬁémi\
\\\ v 1ntractable when accidental o occasmns of dispute occur. Hence frequent &rrog m.;].
Y ;‘*\ collisions, obstinate, envenomed, and ‘bloody contests. The Nation, prompted by ill-
" will and resentment, sometimes impels to war the Government, contrary to the best
calculahons of policy. The Government sometimes part101pates in the nauonal

F easwie.

makes the animosity of the nation subservient to projects of hostlhty instigated by
pride, ambition, and other sinister and pernicious motives. The peace often,
sometimes perhaps the liberty, of Nations has been the victim.

So likewise, a passionate attachment of one Nation for another produces a variety
of evils. Sympathy for the favorite Nation, facilitating the illusion of an imaginary
common interest, in cases where no real common interest exists, and infusing into one
theienmitl Myof the other, betrays the former into a participation in the quarrels and
wars of the latter, without adequate inducement or justification. It leads also to
concessions to the favorite Nation of privileges denied to others, which is apt doubly
to injure the Nation making the concessions; by unnecessarily parting with what
ought to have been retained; and by exciting jealousy, ill-will, and a disposition to
retaliate, in the parties from whom equal privileges are withheld. And it gives to
ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citizens, (who devote themselves to the favorite
nation,) facility to betray or sacrifice the interests of their own country , . . .

. Such an attachment of a small or weak, towards a great and powerful nation,
dooms the former to be the satellite of the latter. .

The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign nations, is, in extending our
commercial relations, to have with them as little political connexion as possible. So
far as we have already formed engagements, let them be fulfilled with perfect good
faith. Here let us stop. .

It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the
foreign world; so far, I mean, as we are now at liberty to do it; for let me not be
understood as capable of patronizing infidelity to existing engagements. I hold the
maxim no less applicable to public than to private affairs, that honesty is always the




